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Creating stxx Actions

1. Thestxx Action

First of al, when creating a new Action class, you will need to change the base class that
your Action class extends. Previously, you would want to extend

or g. apache. struts. acti on. Act i on. Now, you will want to extend

com or oad. st xx. acti on. Act i on. Thischangesthe Action class dlightly introduces
anew method called saveDocument(HttpServletRequest, org.jdom.Document OR
org.w3c.Document). This new method works in the same ways as the Struts saveErrors
method that you use when using the ActionErrors object. The document in this case is saved
to the request object as an attribute. The object is later retrieved by the stxx transformer to
create the output type.

In the code for the perform method of the Action class, you would populate the Document
object with XML. This document object will then get retrieved later by the stxx transformer
where it will be processed. This usually means an XSL file will transform it. Think of the
document object as an XML data stream that is the result of running the Action's business
logic.

Page 2



Creating stxx Actions

2. The XML Document

When the XML is passed to the transformation process, it's contents will not only include the
XML you've defined in your Action, but XML for all parameters and attributes in your
request object, all errorsin your ActionErrors object, the contents of your
ApplicationResources file (included localized versions), all ActionMessages, and the
ActionForm (if applicable).
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The request object will be populated with all the data being sent into the Action class along
with all the request attributes that are being set in the Action class aswell. The entire
ApplicationResources file will be attached as well so that the transformation method has
access to all of the defined key-value pairs defined in that propertiesfile.
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